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Pet Preparedness in a Disaster

Introduction Over 50% of American households own a pet and for that reason, the care of
pets in disasters is an important aspect of the care of humans during disasters.
Although we all would like to think, “It’ll never happen to me,” disasters can
strike anyone at any time.

This document will provide pet owners with a plan for ensuring that they are
prepared to care for their pet in the event of a disaster. This document does
not intent to provide details on the care of animals in disasters, but to promote
personal responsibility of pet owners.
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Before the Disaster

Introduction

Develop a
disaster plan

Types of
disasters

Pet owners have the ultimate responsibility for their pets. Community disaster
preparedness plans try to incorporate the care of pets and their owners into
their plans, but their plans can only coordinate care — they cannot always
provide it. The best way to be prepared is to create a personal emergency plan
that includes care for you, your family, and your pet.

This document contains important information that can assist you in
developing your personal emergency plan. In the appendix under Resources,
there is a list of web sites that can provide additional information and links.
These web sites include those for the American Kennel Club, the American
Veterinary Medical Association, the Humane Society of the United States, the
American Red Cross, and the Federal Emergency Management Association.

To begin, ask yourself a few key questions:
1. What kinds of disasters affect your area?
How can you prepare for them?
Do you have any advance warning?
Can you develop an evacuation plan?
Does your city have a disaster program plan?
Who are the agencies that will be involved in a disaster?

kW

Most areas could have more than one type of disaster. Natural disasters
include, but are not limited to snow storms, avalanches, hurricanes, lightening
strikes, tornados, earthquakes, tidal waves, floods, mud slides, fire, etc. There
are other natural disasters that may affect your area, which could include oil,
fuel, chemical or sewage spills.

Continued on next page
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Before the Disaster, Continued

Actions to take

The next step is to determine what types of actions you'll need to take to adapt
to the emergency. Begin by collecting a list of emergency contact
information. These include names, addresses, and phone numbers of pet
professionals, shelters, or individuals who are familiar with your animals and
various agencies or groups that you encounter on a regular basis. Other
contacts will be those who may be needed in an emergency. Advance
preparation in developing these contacts will pay off when you are faced with
a serious situation.

Here are some examples to use in developing your own list (a template is
located in the appendix):

= Local shelters (50 mile radius).

» Boarding facilities/shelters (100 mile radius).

= List of pet-friendly hotels (100 mile radius).

= List of veterinarians (100 mile radius).

= Neighbors (two or more). Consider a neighborhood team plan.

» Friend or person who knows your animals well.

= Qut of state contact (Your veterinarian and close friends and/or neighbors
on your list need this number).

= List of pet and feed stores.

= List of animal behavior consultants or trainers.

= Local or national animal rescue groups. If you have a national or local
breed rescue program, you may want to work with them to establish a
disaster plan or safe house.

= Other non-profit animal rescue groups.

Continued on next page
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